BUZZworthy

[ssue 2 - Holiday 2025

LIGHT, JOY
& LOCAL GIFTS

Celebrating our queer-inclusive holiday season

HOW TO ENTERTAIN INCLUSIVELY + more






5] THE GIFT OF GUSTO, TORONTO WIDE

RESTAURANT GROUP

HOLIGAY MARKET
EDITION

CELEBRATING OUR
3%° ANNUAL HOLIGAY MARKET!

BRINGING TOGETHER THE
CREATIVITY, RESILIANCE AND TALENT
OF OUR 2SLGBTQ+ COMMUNITY
THROUGH A FESTIVE EVENING OF
FOOD, DRINKS, MUSIC, & GIFTING!

WHEN November 20"
WHERE Café ZUZU
TIME 6PM to 11PM

BOOKYOUR
CELEBRATIONS
WITH GUSTO 54!

NERVOSA

CHUBBYs

JAMAICAN KITCHEN

GUSTO  (GUSTO

101 501

sA<Z:H:AR¢ CAFE
kitchen & bar ZUZU

i 500 JiCsA
) PIECE PUZZIL

A UNIQUE
GIFT TO
SHARE THIS
SEASON!

500-PIECE CUSTOM~ PUZILE DESIGNED AND BOXED
BY JARED OLSEVER, CREATING A LIMITED EDITION
PRINT FOR 2025 SOLD DURING GIFTING SEASON IN
CELEBRATION OF OUR QUEER EAST SOCIALS!

AT CAFE ZUZU RETAIL
ANNUAL HOLIGAY MARKET ON NOVEMBER 20TH

LY

$4 of every puzzle sold goes = .
directly to Friends of Ruby! § 3

Contact our team for bookings:
events(@gustoS54.com
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Seasonal Cheer

As the year winds down and the
hights grow longer, we find ourselves
surrounded by light — from candles in
windows to strings of bulbs
brightening our streets. That light is
more than decoration; it’s a reminder
of connection, community, and the joy
of being together.

This second annual BUZZworthy is a
celebration of that spirit. Inside, you’ll
find inspiration for thoughtful gifts,
stories about joy and togetherness,
and plenty of reminders of why
supporting local businesses matters.
Every advertiser, every maker, and
every voice in these pages is part of
what keeps our community vibrant.

The holidays mean different things to
different people, and here at
BUZZworthy, we embrace them all.
However you celebrate — whether it’s
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Yule,
Diwali, or simply a season of rest —
we wish you joy, warmth, and peace.

On behalf of our team, | want to
thank you — our readers, advertisers,
and supporters — for being part of
this journey. You are the reason we
get to keep telling stories and shining
a light on the people and businesses
that make our community
extraordinary. From our family to
yours: happy holidays, and here’s to a
bright and hopeful 2026. With
gratitude,

Antoine Elhashem
Publisher, BUZZworthy

Publisher + Creative Director
Antoine Elhashem

General Manager
Kim Dobie

Exec Assistant/Admin Manager
David Vogelhut

Social Media Manager
Rolyn Chamber

Marketing & Advertising Consultants
David Vogelhut, Zechariah Hockridge

Authored and designed by
PinkPlayMags Team

Published by

INspired Media Inc.

Operating: INspired Creative,
Publishers of The Pink Pages
Directory, PinkPlayMags, and theBUZZ.
Producers of On the Couch and The Queer
Bunch.

www.theBUZZmag.ca
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205-1691 Pickering Parkway
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LOCATION » HOSPITALITY » VALUE

> Cartier Place

SUITE HOTEL

Shop, Dine & Unwind

DOW O‘VVN T
STAY 2 NIGHTS GET 3RD NIGHT FREE’

Located between the Rideau Canal and trendy Elgin Street.
Close to shopping, restaurants and major sites.

BOOK DIRECT: o
Poudy |1 800.236.8399 Fesdect
SuiteDreams.com stk

*Subject to availability

WE ARE PET FRIENDLY!
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Celfebratinggjfﬁ;e
Season of Light

Light shows up in winter in a
million ways — in the flicker
of a candle, a string of bulbs
., across a balcony, the first
- spark of a bonfire. It's
something we notice

\Mthout even thmklng it




Across traditions —

Christmas, Hanukkah,

Diwali, Kwanzaa, Yule,

Eid— people use light to mark
celebrations. But this isn’'t about
the rules or history. It’s about
what light does: it gathers people,
sparks conversation, and
somehow always manages to
carry hope.

Light in Different Lives

Some people find it in ritual, others in creativity.

e A Christmas tree might be the reason
someone finally invites friends over after
months of staying in.

e Lighting the menorah might become a quiet
moment to check in with family far away.

e AYule log or a Kwanzaa candle can become a
way to pause, reflect, and remember what
matters most.

“Light at a time of year when darkness prevails
both in the skies and in the world signals the
presence of the divine. For 2SLGBTQ+ it means
the current attacks on our community are just a
moment in our history and will pass. We have
overcome and we will overcome because we are
created in love and for love. Be the light the world
hungers for”,

Rev. Dr. Cheri DiNovo, CM (She/Her)

“Al-Nur - The Light - is one of the 99 Most Beautiful
Names of God, traditional Islamic vehicles to intimacy
with the Divine. The nightly prayers of Prophet Muham-
mad, peace & blessings upon him, included him ask-
ing: Oh Allah! Grant me Light in my heart.... and Light
within myself; increase my Light. | use light imagery in
my services physically through candles and lights.




| see our Yalda candles, Diwali Dias and Christmas
lights as external reminders of the Light within us.”

El-Farouk Khaki (He/Him)

At the beginning of Genesis, the Jewish world reads
God declared, ‘Let there be light’ - not merely the
physical light of sun and stars, but the spiritual
radiance by which darkness is banished.
Mid-October saw a glimmer of light as peace found a
way into the Middle East. Just as that light brought
order and sanctity to our world, so too the lights of
Hanukkah kindle hope and resilience in our lives.

Rabbi Steven Wise, Shaarei-Beth El Congregation
in Oakville

These are small gestures, but they ripple outward.
Light in winter is about presence: showing up, even
in little ways, and noticing when others show up too.

Bringing Light Into Your Season

You don’t need a holiday to light something. You just
need the intent. Try:

e Lighting a candle at the table while everyone eats
even on a random Tuesday.

¢ Hanging a few strings of lights outside, just to
make the street feel alive.

¢ Hosting a gathering where everyone contributes
a small glowing element: lanterns, fairy lights, or
even a candle they can hold.

e Lighting one for someone you miss, someone
you love, or something you hope for in the year
ahead.

The act of lighting isn’t just decoration — it's
connection.”

Why It Matters

Light is simple, and yet it's transformative. Across
traditions, across homes, across lives, it reminds us
we’re not alone. Whether it’s Christmas, Hanukkah,
Kwanzaa, Diwali, Yule, Aid or your own personal
ritual, light is an invitation: come in, feel warmth, be
seen, and see others.

Happy Holidays to all those who
celebrate, and peace and love to
everyone.



Give the gift of a portrait in a Space where
everyone feels welcome and celebrated. Treat
yourself or a loved to an empowering and
fabulous photo session.

Custom quotes, message oh website
www.lorettameyersportraits.com

PORTRAITS <& EST.2011

For the photo-bug in your life they would appreciate a gift certificate for any item at Downtown Camera! This store \ ,
has been around for over 50 years, and carries top of the line photography equipment.

For BUZZworthy readers you can pickup a $100 certificate for $40 by ordering via email
promo@downtowncamera.com

or shop online at www.downtowncamera.com

DOWNTOWN CAMERA

WHERE PHOTOGRAPHY LIVES /

Give the Gift of Timeless Memories this Holiday

Season. Fine Art Portrait

Zechariah Hockridge  Photography in the Heart of Downtown Hamil-
ton. Singles, Couples+ and Family Photography

\ (Pets Welcome!)

10% off when you mention "BUZZWorthy"
PHOTOGRAPHY when booking.

Z.EHOCKMEDIA@GMAILCOM Connect via

https://www.instagram.com/




An intimate experience of a private Zhr Date Night or come
with your Posse to this inclusive and queer positive studio.
Enjoy the therapeutic (and sexy!) qualities of clay and let
your Inner Artist out, and create your “Ghost” moment.

“ want to teach YOU how to make the ART that YOU
WANT to MAKE. With over 30 years of experience as a
Ceramic Artist and Teacher, | aim to make your
experience a mindful and fun endeavor with the best
THE RIVERDALE HIVE playlist in the Pottery Studio Biz!"

Artists Collective

$160 date night/2 people
$450 Zhr lessons/ 6 classes pass
www.theriverdalehive.com

Immortalize your loved ones or loved pets
in a handmade work of art by Sandee
Lovas, a seasoned passionate artist and
activist, who specializes in pencil drawing.

q” x 12” pencil portrait starting at $500.00
www.sandeelovas.com

Give the gift of choice with an artisan MRKT in-store

Gift Cara!

Ideal for any celebration, this card lets your recipient pick exactly A* Artisan MRKT
what they want from our curated selection of Canadian small + MR Market & Atelicn
businesses. KT

A+ Artisan MRKT

Gift Card ¢

Available $25, $30, $50, $100, $200
www.artisanmrkt.ca







Holiday gatherings don’t need to
be stressful — or expensive. At
their best, they’re simply about
creating a space where people
feel welcome. Whether you’re
hosting a dinner, a casual
get-together, or a dance-all-night
party, the spirit of the season is
about connection.

Setting the Scene

Every party starts long before the guests arrive. It
begins with the hum of music, the glow of light, the
quiet satisfaction of preparing a space that says:
you're welcome here.

Think sensory. Light a few candles or drape string lights
across the room. Add something that smells inviting —
cinnamon sticks, citrus slices, or even a spritz of your
favourite perfume in the air.

Layer your atmosphere. Start with calm music while
guests trickle in, then shift the tempo as laughter fills
the room. Keep a little space for dancing — even if it's
between the couch and the coffee table.

Create connection points. A shared activity — decorat-
ing cookies, pulling cards from a gratitude deck, or just
making a toast — turns a good evening into a
memorable one.

Let’'s Have a Kiki

Festive Flavours Around the Table. Think easy dishes
and drinks inspired by different cultures:

A warm lentil stew with a squeeze of lemon, a batch of
cookies to share, a pot of mulled cider or mint tea —
small traditions that travel well between cultures and
bring everyone to the same table.

Sip, Share, Repeat. Think lighter, party-friendly drink
ideas:

A glittery punch bowl, sparkling water with pomegranate

seeds, hot cocoa with a twist of chili — festive drinks
that work whether you're sipping or celebrating.

13 Holiday 2025



Small Plates, Big Joy. Food brings connection, think of
keeping it simple:

Think finger foods and shared bites — dips, spreads,
skewers, and sweets. Make it easy for guests to nibble
and mingle without fussing over a formal meal (unless you
want to throw together a 5 course dinner like this writer
likes to do.)

Traditions with a Twist. Think bout blending different
backgrounds, cultures, or family habits — everyone adds
their flavour:

One guest brings a dish from their childhood, another
brings their favourite playlist — that’s how new traditions
start. hot cocoa with a twist of chili — festive drinks that
work whether you’re sipping or celebrating.

Artist Voices: How We Party

BUZZworthy reached out to The Q Musicale music
festival and asked a few artists from their roster how
they’d throw a party and what makes it

special

“The best parties always have the right mix of people — |
try to balance strong friendships with new connections to
really make sparks fly. Having activities is important, but
also giving guests free reign to mingle and mix gives
everyone room to have fun.”

Nuepa (Listen to Nuepa’a latest single “Over+Qver”,
streaming everywhere.)

“My best party? Would be in a big lodge or resort in the
woods, with my family, close friends, and musical
colleagues, with a roaring fire and lots of music!! The
menu might start with oysters and champaign, and move
to some less traditional holiday fare. The whole theme
would speak to appreciation and gratitude, for
community and collaboration. There might even be
separate cabins and maybe a studio available.”

Elana Harte (Elana recently dropped two singles as part of
The Sling Sisters “Nightcap” and “Dreaming”, both part of
their upcoming album “What | Hope to Find”. Available
everywhere.)

“The best parties are the parties where the most
marginalized feel safe and appreciated. When | organize
events, | make sure to always uplift the artists and DJs
involved, and provide an environment where people aren't
just having fun but are also feeling empowered."

Bixck Cxsper (Cxsper is currently working on a royalty free
music platform featuring marginalized voices called the
Free Sound Project http://www.freesoundproject.com)



http://www.freesoundproject.com

BUZZworthy Picks: Music & Movies for
the Season

Whether you’re throwing a cozy dinner, a queer-
as-hell house party, or curling up with some-
thing warm, here’s a mix of music and movies
that keep the energy joyful and inclusive.

Music Classic holiday tracks that still sparkle

¢ “Last Christmas” — Wham!
“All I Want for Christmas Is You” — Mariah
Carey
“Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree” —
Brenda Lee
e “Santa Tell Me” — Ariana Grande Queer
holiday gems
“Holiday” — Lil Nas X
“Make You Mine This Season” — Tegan and
Sara (from Happiest Season)
“Christmas Without You” — Kat Cunning
“Chosen Family” — Rina Sawayama feat.
Elton John
“Fa La La” — Todrick Hall

Feel-good pop and dance-floor favourites

o A mix of feel-good pop from artists like Lizzo,
Robyn, Dua Lipa, Harry Styles, Troye Sivan,
and Kim Petras
“Padam Padam” — Kylie Minogue
“Born This Way” — Lady Gaga
“Dancing Queen” — ABBA
“I Wanna Dance with Somebody” — Whitney
Houston

Playlists to queue up now

e Queer Christmas — Gay Times (Apple Music)

e New Queer Holiday Cheer — Spotify

e 70 Big Gay Chrisma Songs—Curated by OUT
Magazine, on Spotify

For winding down late at night

e Choose between Norah Jones, Sade, Sam
Smith, Brandi Carlile

Holiday 2025




Movies Holiday comfort classics

* Some of this writers favourites: EIf, Home
Alone, The Holiday, and Love Actually

Queer-centred holiday films

e Happiest Season (2020) — Kristen
Stewart’s queer Christmas staple
The Christmas Setup (Lifetime, 2020) —
small-town love story between real-life
husbands
The Holiday Sitter (Hallmark, 2022) —
Hallmark'’s first gay-led Christmas movie
Under the Christmas Tree (Lifetime, 2021)
— sweet ad sapphic
Round and Round—A Hanukah time-loop
comedy with a few queer sparkles
Friends and Family Christmas (Hallmark,
2023) — a soft lesbian holiday romance
Make the Yuletide Gay (2009) — the original
queer Christmas rom-com
The Christmas House & The Christmas
House 2 — holiday films with gay couples at
the heart

The Bitch Who Stole Christmas — drag,
camp, and chaos

The Syed Family Xmas Eve Game Night — a
queer Muslim short that shines

Comfort viewing with queer vibes:

* For me it is The Birdcage, To Wong Foo,
Thanks for Everything!, Priscilla, Queen of the
Desert, Julie & Julia, Amélie, Pitch Perfect,
Mamma Mia!

It's About Connection

The best gatherings aren’t about perfection.
They’re about atmosphere, laughter, and the
people you share them with. This season,
whether your party is a big night out or a small
dinner at home, keep it simple, keep it
welcoming, and most of all — make it joyful.

Enjoy the party!




Hand Poured Candles for Over 30 years

First company to invent the refill candle. You reuse the
Jar and just purchase the refill candles so

nothing goes to waste (we love that). Free shipping with
every mail order over $45 within Ontario.

Spartaberry is their proprietary fragrance (a combination
of over 40 essential oils.)

Various sizes from $11.99 to $27.99
www.spartacandles.com

Become the version of yourself you’ve always envisioned. b

Create a life that brings you joy and purpose—happiness is closer than you
think. Gain clarity, guidance, and connection through an intuitive session de-
signed to bring insight, healing, and peace.

Tarot & Medium Readings - $100 per hour
Contact Deborah Murray 1.613.854.0156

Welcome Tattoos offers expert tattoo services —
from meaningful small pieces to stunning large-
scale projects. Surprise your loved one with a gift
card toward their next tattoo and make their ink
dreams come true. When you pick up your gift
card in person, you'll also receive exclusive art
prints — the perfect bonus for any tattoo lover! A

Give the gift of art that lasts a lifetime! You're #

Gift cards range from 25 dollars to 200 dollars, if you would like a larger gift
card amount call to discuss with us.

www.ywtattoos.com




This season why nut show up with a party of 6

A delicious box of 6 different nuts by Jewels under the kilt. Wow your
friends and family with a selection like their red kilt pictured here .
Maple pecan, Chipotle pecan, Cinnamon walnut, pear ginger walnut,
chocolate hazelnut and espresso hazelnut.

$14.85 party box
www. jewelsunderthekilt.com

Enjoy café-quality coffee at home with
Miele’s bean-to-cup machines featuring
OneTouch for Two, letting you prepare
two perfect cups at once with effortless
-l: precision. With silky milk froth and
a S C O smart Miele@Home connectivity, it’s

appliances luxury coffee made simple.

$2,9949.00
www.tascoappliance.ca

Give the gift of flavour! One card unlocks six of Toronto’s
most loved dining destinations — from the ltalian charm of
Trattoria Nervosa and Gusto 101 to the island vibes of
Chubby’s Jamaican Kitchen, the rustic elegance of Azhar
Kitchen & Bar, and more. Because great food is always
worth sharing.

Gift cards are available in any amount and can be used
across all Gusto 54 restaurants.

www.gusto54.com




Gifti

We’ve all been there: standing in a store aisle
or scrolling endlessly online, wondering what
to buy. Somewhere along the way, the act of

giving turned into a checklist. But the best

gifts — the ones we actually remember — rarely
come from obligation. They come from joy.



The Story Behind the Ribbon

Think back to a gift that mattered to you. Chances are it
wasn’t the priciest thing you ever unwrapped. Maybe it
was a book with a note scribbled inside, or a mug that
only makes sense between you and the person who gave
it. What made it special wasn’t the object. It was the
thought, the intimacy, the “l see you.”

That’s the heart of gifting.

Beyond the Gift Box

The most joyful gifts often aren’t things at all.

* A friend who cooked dinner when you were too tired to
care for yourself.

* A partner who surprised you with a playlist that still
lives on your phone years later.

* A child handing you a drawing with more love than skKill,
but you taped it to the fridge anyway.

These moments remind us that gifts don’t have to be
expensive, elaborate, or wrapped in glittery paper. They
just have to mean something.

X | '\'y.

Bringing Joy Back to Gifting

If shopping feels like a chore, maybe it's time to
reset. Here are a few ways to lean into the joy of
gifting this year:

* Write it down. A heartfelt card can mean more than
anything you buy.

¢ Share yourself. Bake, craft, record a song, or offer
your skills — those gifts stay with people.

* Give experiences. Tickets, dinners, or even just a
planned day together can outlast any box.

* Don't forget you. Self-gjfting isn’t selfish.
Sometimes the best way to spread joy is to feel it
yourself first.

It's All About Connection

At its best, gifting isn’t about obligation. It’s about joy
exchanged — the giver’s and the receiver’s. It's about
connection, memory, and the little reminders that
someone thought of you. This season, skip the
checklist. Give with joy, and let the rest take care of
itself.

BUZZworthy 20



We Asked Our Team:

What is the best gift you’ve
ever given or received?

“Back story; My mom had to be moved to a separate facility because it got to a point
where my dad couldn't take care of all her needs. My brothers and | would each take
turns in taking my dad to visit my mom. This way, he'd be seeing her every week. At
this point, there were married over 60 years. One of the visits
| made, | happened to take a picture of my dad holding my mother's hand. My father
pre-deceased my mother, by a couple years. The holidays after my mother passed, |
took the photo to a friend of mine who made a detailed pencil drawing of the
hand-holding. | made copies and gave one to each of my brothers for their birthdays,
which are October and December.”

David Vogelhut, INspired Media Admin Manager

“In my house, we don't give gifts for specific events; we prefer to give gifts "just
because". The gifts which | have found to be most appreciated have been gifts of time
and attention, such as my hubby having my car detailed, or hiring a cleaning company

to do a thorough cleaning of our home, while we went out and spent the
day shopping.”

Sherry Sylvain, theBUZZ and PinkPlayMags Columnist

“The most difficult person in my family to buy for is my daughter. | never know what to
get her—she’s the girl who has everything. A few years ago, | decided to paint her a gift
instead. | chose a canvas and created my own adaptation of Van Gogh’s Starry
Night—with a twist. | added imagery from one of her favourite fandoms, a personal
touch that made it truly hers. It was a reminder of all the times we spent together
painting, or curled up on the sofa watching her favourite shows. In the end, it's those

shared moments that mean the most—especially in this season of light. “

Zechariah Hockridge, Marketing & Advertising
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Town Inn Suites Located in the heart of Toronto’s iconic Church- \
Wellesley Village, Town Inn Suites is your welcoming urban retreat
— where comfort meets city buzz. This winter, treat someone
special to a stay with up to 25% off spacious suites featuring full
kitchens, living areas, and skyline views. Perfect for cozy weekends
or vibrant city adventures.

Gift certificates available — the perfect way to share a little
Village charm.

www.towninn.com

1 MANSION

GUEST HOUSE

’ charming escape in the heart of Toronto. With cozy rooms
featuring private baths, kitchenettes, and modern amenities,

Tucked away on a quiet, tree-lined street just steps from \
Bloor-Yonge Station, Victoria’s Mansion Guest House offers a

it’s a stay that feels like home — only better.

Give someone the gift of a downtown getaway with a
Victoria’s Mansion gift certificate, perfect for a week-
end of comfort, culture, and city charm.

www.victoriasmansion.com /

you can use right away.

Give the gift of getaway inspiration, at Kingston’s premier boutique
hotel, where heritage meets modern indulgence. Become a Frontenac
Club Member and unlock exclusive perks — from year-round
discounts and first access to special events, to members-only offers

x

Membership is free and comes with an instant code for FRONT E AC

a gpecial rate on your next stay.
www.frontenacclub.com

s1s CLUB «n

Playful. Elegant. Unexpected.




other gift ibeas

AM
Yo U T H O HOPE supports youth transitioning out of homelesshess

One Backpack of HOPE This Holiday Season

Your gift provides more than essentials — it’s an
investment in a young person’s future. Each Backpack of

with hygiene items, clothing, and tools for daily life.
Help turn struggle in strength and hope.

$50.00
www.durhamyouth.com

\_
e

-

ty and living with HIV/AIDS. Donate
o Home-Starter Box to equip a community member who is
FIFE i : ; :
HOUSE transitioning out of homelessness with a set of kitchen basics that
HOPE HELP HOME /? transforms an empty space into a home.

This holiday season, help bring comfort, dignity, and hope to vulhera-
ble community members experiencing homelessness/housing precari-

o  Warmth Kit, filled with clothing and hygiene items, to help those
who are homeless or precariously housed stay safe through the
winter. one is alone in their journey.

$50.00

www.fifehouse.org

/

3

Help your loved ones rediscover the sounds that make life
beautiful. Global Hearing Aid Clinic offers personalized
hearing, tinnitus, and balance care using state-of-the-art

[ /> I o b0 l technology and a warm, community-based approach.

Give the gift of better hearing with a Global

Hearing gift certificate — available in any amount and
perfect for someone who deserves to enjoy every
precious moment.

www.globalhearing.ca

nedaring Ald Clinic



http://www.fifehouse.org/
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Shopping local isn’t just about find-
ing a gift — it’s about fueling the
places and people that make our
communities special. This

season, skip the cookie-cutter big
box stores and choose gifts that keep
your neighborhood alive.

Why Local Matters

» Every dollar spent local stays in the community.

* You get service with a human touch — people who
know your name, your order, or your style.

* You're supporting dreams: families, jobs, creativity,
and future growth.

- - B inspirec
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Local Gift Ideas That Go Beyond the Box

Instead of another mass-produced gadget, try gifts
that carry stories, experiences, and connection:

» Staycation at a boutique hotel — a night away,
even in your own city, can feel like luxury.

* Spa or wellness package — massage, facial, float
therapy, or a day pass.

* Restaurant gift cards — support a neighborhood
spot and give the gift of a night out.

* Handmade market finds — jewelry, pottery,
scarves, candles, and one-of-a-kind treasures.

e Food & drink subscriptions — wine clubs, coffee
roasters, craft breweries.

* Cooking school lessons — a gift that’s both fun and
skill-building.

* Event tickets — theatre, drag shows, concerts, or
comedy nights.

* Photography sessions — local photographers
capturing memories that last.

Holiday 2025
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“Every candle | pour helps keep a small craft alive. When
people choose handmade, they’re choosing community,
creativity, and care.”

Chloe Bennett—Candle Maker, local artisan

“Supporting small businesses isn’t just about a sale —it's
about helping someone’s dream stay lit, one cookie at a
time.”

Matteo Rossi—Bakery owner, small business

“When customers shop local, it keeps our streets vibrant
and our neighbourhood unique. Every purchase truly
makes a difference.”

Farah Nassar—Boutique Owner, independent retailer

“Running a small business means wearing a hundred
hats, but every time someone chooses local, it reminds us
why we do it — because we love our community.”

Priya Sharma—Florist, neighbourhood shop owner

How to Make the Most Impact

* Shop craft fairs and holiday markets.

* Follow and share local businesses online — visibility
matters.

* Mix one local gift into every shopping list.

* Treat yourself locally too — self-care supports small
businesses as much as gifts do.

Investing in Local Community

The magijc of small business lies in its heartbeat — the
people who wake up early, stay up late, and pour
themselves into what they create. From bakeries to
boutiques, their work adds texture and soul to our cities.

We talk about shopping local as an economic choice, but
it's really a human one. It's the difference between a
transaction and a relationship, between buying something
and belonging somewhere.

Every small purchase from a small business tells
someone, “l see you, | value what you do.” And in return,
you give your community strength. This season, let your
gifts be more than objects — let them be investments in
the people and places that make your world brighter.



TIES’gCOMMUNITY GATHERINGS + MEETINGS +

EVERY EVENT AT MCC TORONTO
SUPPORTS OUR ONGOING 2SLGBTQIA+
PROGRAMMING AND HUMAN RIGHTS WORK

R //z/oma%o{maém‘fm/
A,
. 115 SIMPSON AVENUE

N MCCTORONTO.COM/RENTALS

OUT NOW

the anticipated debuat albam

i

the songs that will make you feel good:

7/) Make Vou Feel Good

2/ Love Letter to Life

This W1| | Make You Feel Good 3) We Ape Dancing Together
4/ This Wonderful World
5/ Never Giving Up

6/ Soldiers of Love

o ° 7/ Tell the Stranger (Oloo Lel Ghareeb)
v 8/ One Life to Live

el Hashem + bonus cover of My L/fe available for free
via website

www.elhashemmusic.com

Facebook, I1G, TikTok @elhashemmusic

Holiday 2025




$3  DiDyou kwNnoOw?

1/3™ of music on streaming platforms is Al generated.
1M streams doesn’t pay enough for a liveable income.
Platforms keep 70%+ of our revenues.
Queer and trans voices are shadowbanned.

Mad yet? We are too.
So we're building an alternative: The Free Sound Project.
A free platform full of real artists with real stories.
No gatekeepers, no algorithm, no billionaire middle-man.

FREESOUNOPROJIECT.COM

Ny
FREE SounD

OouUT
RLEJEE LRF\LM

ST|VAL

KINGSTON ONTARlQ CANADA

KINGSTON'S VIBRANT 25Lcﬂ‘i"¢+ FILM FEST

29 JANUARYTO7ZF RUARY 2026
reelout.com

—-~CTSN
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BUZZworthy Horoscope:
What's in the Stars for 2026

The holiday season is full of sparkle — from candles in windows to countdown clocks on New Year’s Eve.
But while we’re celebrating now, the stars are already pointing to what's ahead. Here’s your BUZZworthy
horoscope for the festive season of 2025 — and a glimpse of the energy you’ll carry into 2026.

Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 19)

Your energy is contagious this holiday season — expect to be the one pulling people onto the dance
floor. In 2026, that spark becomes fuel: long-stalled projects will finally gain momentum, and you’ll find
yourself leading the charge.

Taurus (Apr 20 - May 20)

This winter you’re craving cozy comforts: familiar faces, good meals, and soft blankets. But 2026 won’t
let you stay too comfortable — it’s a year that asks you to grow roots deeper in work and relationships,
bringing the stability you’'ve been working toward.

Gemini (May 21 - Jun 20)
You’re everywhere at once this season, chatting, connecting, and making memories. In 2026, those

connections start opening doors: collaborations, opportunities, and maybe even a romance you didn’t
see coming.




Cancer (Jun 21 - jul 22)

You're at your best when surrounded by people you love, and this holiday is no exception. In 2026, the
stars ask you to stretch that circle wider — stepping into community roles, friendships, or even career
paths that bring you out of your shell.

Leo (Jul 23 - Aug 22)

This season, you’re glowing brighter than any string of lights. In 2026, that glow translates into recog-
nition — career advances, leadership roles, and new audiences who see you for the star you are.

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sep 22)
The holidays test your perfectionism, but small imperfections are where the best memories live. The

year ahead continues that lesson: 2026 asks you to embrace balance, not control, and to celebrate
progress over perfection.

Libra (Sep 23 - Oct 22)

You're the glue that holds gatherings together this season, smoothing edges and keeping harmony. In
2026, that talent turns inward — the stars push you toward balance in your personal life, and love (in
all its forms) takes center stage.

Scorpio (Oct 23 — Nov 21)

This holiday, your magnetism is impossible to miss. In 2026, that intensity will pay off as you focus
your passion on projects that matter — a year of depth, creativity, and breakthroughs if you dare
to leanin.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21)

Even in the middle of holiday chaos, you're itching for adventure. The good news: 2026 is your year for
travel, discovery, and trying new things. Say yes to spontaneous invites — they’ll lead to joy
and opportunity.

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)

You’ve worked hard all year, and now it’s time to rest and celebrate your wins. In 2026, the stars re-
ward that discipline with growth: career strides, financial gains, and chances to build
something lasting.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18)

Your originality is refreshing in a season built on tradition — don’t be afraid to throw your own twist on
things. In 2026, innovation is your superpower, bringing fresh projects, new ideas, and chances to in-
spire others.

Pisces (Feb 19 — Mar 20)

This season, your sensitivity helps you feel the magic in small moments — a hug, a laugh, a candlelit
dinner. In 2026, that intuition guides you toward big dreams, and the courage to start turning them
into reality.
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Person of the Year
Youth of the Year
Positive Business of the Year

Inspiring Community
Organization of the Vear

LUX Award for the Arts

Charles Roy Award
for Activism in HIVJAIDS

Innovator of the Year
Lifetime Achievement

Canada’s Inspiring
Person of the Year
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